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The Potential Value of Maker Education and Its Disputes
Yang Xianmin, Li Jihong

Abstract: The vigorous development of global maker movement provides a new opportunity for the innovation
reform of education. Maker education is a new education model which integrates information technologies, adheres
to the education ideas of open innovation and exploration experience, uses creation—based learning as the main
learning style, and finally focuses on cultivating more innovative talents. The core concepts underling maker
education are learning by doing, happy education, metasynthetic wisdom and constructionism. Maker education has
unlimited potential value and will affect individual development, curriculum reform, education system reform and
national talent strategy. The practical framework of maker education should be promoted from aspects of maker
environment, maker curriculum, maker learning, maker culture, maker teachers, maker education organization and
maker education plan. In practice, global maker movement led by America has been on the rise and shown a good
development momentum. However, maker could be a deformed technology culture for excessive emphasis on the
value of products and ignoring the existence value of non—makers. In the process of advancing maker education
practice, it should positively cope with the challenges, such as funding problems, teacher training problems,
conflicting with course requirements and examination, and education fairness and balance problems.

Keywords: Maker; Maker Space; Maker Movement; Practical Framework; Development Path
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